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retary of War as a result of official orders, and the ripe personal 
experience of the writer combined with the unusual opportunities for 
observation afforded to him have aided in the production of the most 
extensive, complete, and accurate article presented at the meeting. 

There is no table of contents, and this glaring defect, combined 
with the fact that the order in which the papers appear upon the pro¬ 
gramme is not adhered to in the book, seriously impairs the value of 
the volume as a means of reference. There is an index given, but 
this too is so meagre as to be of little assistance to the reader. 

“ When war is rife, and danger nigh, 

1 God and the soldier’ is the people’s cry; 

When peace is made, and all things righted, 

God's forgot, and the soldier slighted.” 

No truer words were ever written than these of the rhyming soldier 
of Delhi, and particularly are they true of the medical department. 
In all grades of society we find a disposition to ignore the value of 
the medical profession until sickness or accident brings them into 
close and necessary contact with its members; then they are compelled 
to appreciate their value. If this be true in civil life, how much more 
so is it in the army, in times of peace, when no heed is ever given to 
the warning from military sanitarians to “prepare for war.” Major 
Hoff, from whose article this quotation is taken, appears to be some¬ 
thing of a pessimist, for whatever may with justice be said of medical 
departments in general, no one, after reading this volume, including 
as it does the most recent advances in surgery and medicine, can be¬ 
lieve that the dry rot of inanition is in any immediate danger of 
affecting the military surgeons of our own country. 

H. P. de Forest (Brooklyn). 

Local Anaesthetics and Cocaine Analgesia ; their Uses and 
Limitations. By Thomas H. Manley, A.M., M.D. New 
York: J. H. Chambers & Co., 1894. 

In this work the author begins with observations upon ansesthetics 
in general and the various methods of inducing local analgesia. Part 
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II of the work is devoted to cocaine anaesthesia. All of the various 
operations in which this method of producing insensibility is employed 
are illustrated by clinical cases in the experience of the author. 
Besides the use of this drug in the superficial plastic operations and 
in minor surgery, many cases are reported in which it was used in 
operations for strangulated hernia, in adult tracheotomy, in supra¬ 
pubic cystotomy, and in haemorrhoidal operations. 

The author reports thirteen cases of strangulated hernia operated 
upon under cocaine anaesthesia. 

The technique of the use of the drug is well illustrated, and the 
author shows a practical familiarity with its use. This little volume 
is well worth perusing, and it is to be hoped that it may save many 
patients from general anaesthesia in cases in which a local application 
would answer quite as well. 

It might be remarked that the author is given to diverging from 
his subject and dwelling upon features of his cases which have nothing 
to do with the subject under discussion. 

James P. Warbasse. 


Diseases of the Breast. Their Pathology and Treatment, with 

Special Reference to Cancer. By W. Roger Williams, F.R.C.S. 

8vo, pp. 572. London: John Ball & Sons, 1894. 

This is an extremely satisfactory book, clear and comprehensive 
in its statements of facts, and logical in its deductions. It displays 
extensive research and wide acquaintance with the literature of its 
subject, together with abundant personal clinical observation. The 
first six chapters are devoted to matters of ontogeny, morphology, 
histology, mammary variations, and mammary hypertrophy. These 
chapters contain much that is important, much that is curious and 
interesting, and some things that are speculative. Perhaps of the 
highest practical importance is the section on paramammary neo¬ 
plasms arising from supernumerary mammary structures. This sec¬ 
tion begins by calling attention to the theory of Cohnheim, that in 


